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Preface

Hong Kong has undergone fundamental changes over the
past decades — from a land of nothing but rubble after the
war in the 1950s, a city of a booming economy and rapid
development in the 1970s and 1980s, to a metropolis of
affluence and prosperity today. Despite the changes, there
are yet some relatively poor families or less fortunate
children in the society. Every change in our economics,
politics, society or people’s livelihood has exerted a profound
influence on our life. In the early post-war period, life in Hong
Kong was a bitter struggle. Many people fled from Mainland
China to Hong Kong and many children were abandoned.
They could not find a home and had to live on the streets. In
order to help these children find a stable and permanent
home, sending them overseas for adoption would be the
best solution.

The International Social Service Hong Kong Branch
(ISS-HK) was born at that time in response to the needs of
these abandoned/homeless children. Thanks to our ISS
headquarters, with its many years of experience in
intercountry adoption and an extensive network overseas,
ISS-HK was able to immediately manage numerous cases of
intercountry adoptions. Now, more than 50 years later,
ISS-HK has succeeded in helping to place thousands of
Hong Kong children overseas with approved adoptive

families. Some of these adoptee children, who are now

adults, have come back to Hong Kong to trace their roots, or _.
root-tracing as it is known here. They hope to be able t ' '®

\

reconnect with their past and meet their birth parents. Som
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of these adoptees have written about their unique
root-tracing experiences and we have compiled their
accounts in this book.

| would like to express my deepest gratitude to the social
workers and colleagues in the ISS-HK Adoption Programme.
Over the years, not only have they assisted the children by
preparing a multitude of documents and reports, they also
devoted tremendous efforts to helping the children integrate
with their overseas adoptive families, for example by creating
a lifebook for the children, escorting them overseas,
accompanying the overseas adoptive families during their
stay in Hong Kong, following up thoroughly with the living
conditions of the overseas adopted children, and supporting
them when they grow up and come to Hong Kong for
root-tracing. We treat them all as if they are our own sons
and daughters, taking the best care of them throughout the
adoption process. We take their best interests to heart.

| would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to the Social
Welfare Department of Hong Kong, which has been
subventing our Intercountry adoption programme for many
years. The liaison work between the Department and our
agency has helped many children awaiting adoption to find
the most suitable adoptive families that can best meet their
needs.

Finally, | would like to give my heartiest thanks to the
adoptees and adoptive families who shared their
root-tracing stories with us. It is our greatest achievement to
see the adoptees grow up healthily and to see them making
contributions to society. | wish them all the best in their
root-tracing endeavours, continuing to pick up more bits and
pieces of their past, and, eventually, completing a beautiful
picture of their life.

Stephen Yau
Chief Executive, ISS-HK
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Editor’s Note

Root-tracing is a term used in Hong Kong that touches the
hearts of millions. It sums up the hopes of adoptees seeking
to reunite with their birth parents, including overseas
adoptees who take the trouble and time to travel thousands
of miles to reach back to their birthplace.

Who doesn’t have roots? Who doesn’t yearn for a family
reunion? Who doesn’t crave for a sense of belonging?

“Root-tracing” is such a powerful term, especially for
adoptees. Apart from re-connecting them to the land where
they were born, root-tracing more importantly helps the
adoptees answer heartfelt questions concerning their birth
parents and families. “Why did my birth parents abandon
me?”, “In what situation did they relinquish their parental
rights?”, “Are they well?”, “Are they still alive?”, “Have they
ever missed me?” and “Do | have siblings?” All these
questions can be troublesome during the whole life of an
adoptee. It was tragic that in the 1950s and 1960s many
children placed for overseas adoption were abandoned on the
streets and had no identity documents. These adoptees
suffered a loss of identity — a pain that is intangible yet
difficult to bear.

Although most adoptees are not able to get in touch with
their birth parents, a few of them have an opportunity to
meet other members of their birth families, such as their
grandparents. Some adoptees who had lived in foster
homes could meet their foster parents again. Their reunions
were usually very touching experiences, as if long-lost,
shattered pieces of a puzzle were found and put together
again, completing a beautiful picture. Such reunions are
important not only for the adoptees, their birth family and
foster family, but also for the adoptive parents as well. If the
adoptive parents did not receive the consent of the
adoptee’s birth parents, perhaps they could never have
adopted their new sons and daughters.

We were thrilled to receive many stories written by
adoptees. What impressed us most is that all of them
expressed their love for Hong Kong regardless of whether
or not the orphanages were still there and despite the
drastic changes in the urban landscape. Their lasting
affection for Hong Kong, as can be seen in their stories,
transcends differences in geography, language and culture.
We are highly gratified that, despite having left Hong Kong
in their childhood, Hong Kong still has a place in their hearts
and they still feel deeply connected with it.




Key decisions in root-tracing naturally include, initially,
whether to start the procedure or not, and then how to
approach it, and the extent to which it will affect the birth
parents, the adoptive parents and the adoptees’ own
families. But most important of all is whether the adoptees
can accept their past and form an identity that makes a
coherent whole.

Separation and reunion are inescapable features in
everyone’s life, but all the more so for adoptees. We hereby
sincerely wish that each and every adoptee has a fruitful
conclusion in their root-tracing process, and that they enjoy
a life filled with peace, joy and love.

Editorial Board

Wind Au

Cheung Yuk-ching
Jolian Chui
Gladys Hung
Karen Lau

Jane Li

Iris Liu

Echo Poon
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i Central, Hong Kong, in 1953,
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A view of Tai Wo Hau
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After the Second World War, Hong Kong'’s population grew quickly with a
large influx of refugees from the mainland fleeing from the civil war in China.

In the late 1950s, the territory’s population numbered three million. At least
300,000 of them were living in flimsy squatter huts or simply sleeping on the
streets. Hospitals and medical staffs could not cope with the large numbers
of the sick. Wages were low, and life was a bitter struggle for many. There
were many abandoned children.

Women police officers were kept busy in dealing with the abandoned
children, who were almost invariably girls. On average more than 120
abandoned children were sent to police stations annually, according to the
Public Records Office.” Babies were left on doorsteps. A child aged two was
found wandering at midnight along Kowloon’s busy Nathan Road. The
Immediate job of the women officers was to trace the kids’ parents.

In 1957, the United States Congress passed a law allowing the immigration
of orphaned children under 14 years of age for adoption by approved
American families.

On 17th February, 1958, Miss Boester wrote to Hong Kong’s Director of
Social Welfare, Kenneth Keen, formally proposing that ISS set up an office
In Hong Kong to make use of the organisation’s overseas network to find
permanent adoptive homes for homeless children living in Hong Kong.?
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Children living in squatter area lining up for milk and vitamins distributed by a charity
organization, 1959. (Source: Public Records Office)
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A birth certificate of an abandoned child born in the late 1950s.
(Source: The Enterprise Blog)
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Tak Oi-shi from Hong Kong, adopted by the Skinner family of Tacoma, Washington State,
and renamed Susie, in 1954. (Source: The Adoption History Project)*
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Retired Policewoman Meeting with an
Abandoned Baby

Sergeant Chan Miu-fong, now retired, was posted at the
Wong Tai Sin Police Station. She recalled how she had
managed numerous child abandonment cases, her first
mission was to handle abandoned babies.

Staircases, alleys and public washrooms were popular spots
for parents to leave their babies. Madam Chan recalled that
some babies were found naked, as if they had just been
born. Others were few years old, left with nothing except
perhaps a note. On hearing about an abandoned baby, a
policewoman would usually be sent to the scene. She would
first take the baby to a hospital or clinic for a checkup, and
then bring the baby to the police station for arrangements to
be made for a children’s home for him or her. The police
station always had supplies of baby formula, diapers and
basic necessities for the abandoned babies. After finding a
children’s home, the policewoman assigned to the case
would escort the baby to the home. Madam Chan noted that
in these days many poor families lacked information about
Baby girl, Chang Ling-kuen, was found abandoned on a street and picked and access to contrac_eptive methods. AS a result, such
up by a policewoman. families had many children they could ill afford. Some

f;‘;g;g‘%ﬁ;ﬁggﬁ?ﬂ”? e families would then give away their children. Others would
(B R AR © A RS - 5 #1959 ) simply abandon their children on the street, hoping that the

social welfare system would take care of them.



If searches for the baby's parents proved futile, the
policewoman in charge of the case would take the baby to
attend a court hearing on a guardianship order, as arranged
by the Social Welfare Department in Hong Kong. Madam
Chan recalled that the Court had to manage a number of
cases simultaneously, so she and other policewomen had to
carry the babies in court along with a bag full of baby
supplies.

What has been most gratifying for Madam Chan was the
emotional meeting she had with a lady whom she had taken
care of long ago. The lady was less than one year old when
found abandoned and was later adopted by a family in UK.
Through the help of the Social Welfare Department and the
Hong Kong Police Force, the lady came back in 2007 to trace
her roots and re-established contact with Madam Chan. It
was a highly memorable moment, she recalled, as it was her
first and only time she had met an abandoned baby who
came back for root-tracing. She said it was indeed highly
gratifying to see that the child who had lost her parents was
able to grow up well and succeed in life. It was wonderful
recognition of all the hard work that Madam Chan had done.
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Madam Chan when working as a police constable.
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In the 1960s, Hong Kong continued to develop and expand the
manufacturing industries that had started in the previous decade. People
had to work long hours to achieve a better standard of living. More women
Joined the work force in order to support their families.

In 1962, Typhoon Wanda, one of the most disastrous typhoons of Hong
Kong, killed 130 people and left 72,000 homeless. This tragedy was
followed by serious droughts in 1963 and 1967. The government had to
Introduce a water restriction policy with periods when the water supply was
rostricted to 4 hours every 4 days.

In those days, children placed for overseas adoption were of two
characteristics. Some children were actually known to overseas Chinese
families who planned to adopt them. Some of them were relatives of the
ndoptive families. They were also older children, most frequently boys and
often refugees recently arrived from China. It was often not easy to reach
lhem as they lived in huts on the hillsides, in crowded cubicles on the
rooftops or on the streets. Besides, it was also difficult to get sufficient
documentary evidence to prove they were eligible for visas.®

Victoria Harbour, 1961. 1
196169 4 % Hl 32 4% -

More and more children’s institutions were built to accommodate the
hhomeless. The Precious Blood Children’s Village in Fanling and the
roception centres at Chuk Yuen and Kowloon City were some of the
oxamples. These facilities were greatly expanded in the 1960s. More and
more nurseries were also opened for younger children by charitable
organizations.

A mass influx of refugees made headlines globally and focused attention
on Hong Kong’s humanitarian problems. Many parts of the world began
opening their hearts and doors to Hong Kong children. There were always
more homes waiting for children than there were children available.®

I 1960, ISS offices in Britain and Canada managed to obtain approval for
orphans in Hong Kong to be placed with families in those two countries.” In
1962, New Zealand also passed legislation to allow the entry of fifty
ndopted children from Hong Kong.®

The Fanling Babies’ Home. (Source: The Fanling Babies’ Home)'™
WEF R (BARR: S FREEA)"
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Children placed for adoption — 1958-1963

In its first five years of operation from 1958 to 1963, ISS-HK
organized the adoption of over 770 Hong Kong children
overseas — including 696 to the United States and 56 to
Britain. Most of the children placed in the United States were
with Chinese families. These children were reported to have
got on very well in their new surroundings.®

The number of children that ISS-HK placed in each country
between 1958 and 1963:™

US Mainland 636
US Hawaii 60
Great Britain 56
Canada 6
Japan (US Citizens) 6
New Zealand 6
Panama 2
Caribbean 2
France 1
Honduras 1

According to the Social Welfare Department’s records, some
children were adopted by families in the Netherlands, West
Pakistan, Malaysia and Indonesia through other agencies
such as Caritas.

The number of children fostered by the following local

institutions for intercountry adoption between 1958 and
1963:"

Children’s Garden 3
Eric Bruce Hammond Memorial Orphanage 7
Fanling Babies’ Home 151
Po Leung Kuk 154
Precious Blood Babies’ Home 28
St. Christopher’'s Home 164
St. Paul’'s Creche 2
Shatin Children’s Home 56

Help from Western families

To prepare children for overseas adoption, Western families
serving as volunteers played an important role. They
prepared the children mentally for the tremendous changes
involved in leaving the daily routines of a Hong Kong
orphanage and entering a completely new family life in a
strange country.™

Adoption: a means of giving a child a family, not giving a
family a child.

In 1960, when the European Office of the UN Social Welfare
Programme convened a seminar on Intercountry Adoption in
L.eysin, Switzerland, ISS was able to establish a firm
principle that had grown out of its experience in this
oxpanded field of child welfare: namely, that it would
consider participating in international adoption only when it
was clear that a satisfactory solution could not be found for a
child in his/her home country, and that, whenever adoption
was considered, the first concern must be to focus on a
particular child’s needs rather than on the needs of an
interested family.™ This principle later has been incorporated
ns one of the important international guidelines for the
Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption.
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Orphanage in Lung Yuek Tau Fanling built by the Sister of the Precious
Blood, with the assistance of their benefactors at its opening ceremony
in 1952. The orphanage was renamed officially as the Precious Blood
Children’s Village in 1962.
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A family living in squatter area in the 60s, most of them had many
children at home.

(Source: Photo taken by Chow Chi-tat)
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~ Children living in the orphanag were plying in the garen.
(Source: The Precious Blood Children’s Village)
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" Six years after ISS-HK was established, Sir Shiu-kin TANG sent off the 1,000th child
leaving Hong Kong for overseas adoption in October 1964.>
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Tea party sponsored by the International Police Association.
(Source: Public Records Office)
RERGFCHRERLRB A o (AR RR B R4 FE)

A press release record of the Social Welfare Department: A special
plane was arranged by ISS to send 50 orphans to their adoptive families
In the US on 26th June, 1962. (Source: Public Records Office)
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I iong Kong in the 1970s underwent many changes that were instrumental
In shaping its future. Economically, it reinvented itself from a manufacturing
base Into a financial centre. With China beginning to adopt its open door
poliey, many Hong Kong manufacturers moved their production lines to the
mainland to take advantage of cheaper labour. People were growing richer
wnhlering the 1970s and the stockmarket rush began.

o Improve the quality of education, the Hong Kong government introduced
ti-yoar free compulsory education in 1971, and expanded it to 9 years in
1078,

I'he Introduction of family planning services led to a drop in the birth rate. As
the economy improved, fewer children were being abandoned.® The
overwhelming majority of these children who were abandoned were
physically handicapped, some severely, while others were considered hard
I place because their parents were mentally ill or retarded.”

e number of children declared wards of the Supreme Court decreased
from 90 in 1958-59 to 21 in 1969-70. Local adoption applications, however,
Incrensed from 95 in the year of 1958-59 to 257 in 1969-70. On average
there were 70 children adopted by overseas families annually, two thirds of
thom to the United States.

Il In not an uncommon practice for foreign families in Hong Kong to go
ulsowhere in Asia to look for children to adopt. Some families placed
ndvertisements in newspapers to show their interest in adoption and the
amount they were willing to pay. This led to the concern if adoption was
unod as a means of child trafficking.' In view of this, the Social Welfare
Dopartment of Hong Kong and adoption agencies put in much effort into
sducating the public about the appropriate procedures and legal
foqulrements of adoption.

Hotore December 1972, so-called Chinese Customary Adoption was legal
I Hong Kong. Children could be adopted through complying with simple
L hinese customs. ‘

Lndor this system, the birth parents or a mediator wrote on a red-coloured
papor the name, date of birth of the child they intended to release for
udoption and reason for giving up the parental rights. The paper was signed
and then co-signed by a witness and the adoptive parents.



If the adoptive child was a girl, the adoption had to be
registered with the Social Welfare Department or the
Secretary of Chinese Affairs, according to the Protection of
Women and Girls Ordinance issued in 1951. The girl would
then be automatically placed under the guardianship of the
Director of the Social Welfare Department. Supervision of
the condition of the adopted girls would be exercised until the
children reached age of 21. However, for boys who were
adopted through Chinese customs, the registration was
totally voluntary.

From 31st December, 1972, a person who intended to adopt
a child could only do so on the basis of the provisions of the
Adoption Ordinance, under which the Director of Social
Welfare had to advise the Supreme Court as to the suitability
of the adoptive parents.

In June 1976, the backlog of adoption applications was said
to have been virtually cleared. The waiting time for adoptive
parents to be matched with a child had been shortened from
3 to 4 years to 3 to 6 months.
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An aerial view of the northern shore of Hong Kong Island in 1986 by Paddy Brlgg‘
| 19864‘# %*/%‘Evﬂb 2 R AR ER R Paddy BFIQQS%

I 1984, the Sino-British Joint Declaration was signed by the Chinese
und UK governments. Under this agreement, Hong Kong would cease
lo be a British Dependent Territory on 1st July, 1997, and would
lhenceforth be a Special Administrative Region (SAR) of the People’s
Ropublic of China. Some citizens’ opposition to the handover started
the first wave of emigration.

On the other hand, the Hong Kong government had introduced
Mmoasures to deter illegal immigrants from Mainland China entering
Hong Kong. On 23rd October, 1980, the government abolished the
no-called "touch-base” policy. After that date, any illegal immigrants
who were captured were sent back to their originating countries
Immediately.

Al Increasing number of older children, those aged between 5 and 8,
waore referred to ISS-HK for overseas adoption. We had to spend more
lime and use new approaches in helping these children to understand
lhoir background and to accept overseas adoption as a better
nlternative to growing up in children’s homes.™

Wao had been very much encouraged by the good progress made in
the efforts by the ISS-USA to find homes in the United States for these
children. To better prepare our older children for adoption in a
non-Chinese family, we tried to find Caucasian families locally to
hocome volunteers to visit the children in the orphanage, teach them
I nglish, take them for day visits, and if possible, arrange home leave
o1 weekends or short holidays in their home.?

In the late 1980s, children available for adoption were much younger
I age (some were under one year old) and the majority were male.
I'his led to the decision for the ISS-HK to close applications for the
ndoption of female children from May 1988.2"
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In those days, ISS-HK sent escorts to take the adoptive
children to the United States to join their new families. One or
two escorts needed to take care of 2 to 6 children. Each trip
needed to stop at two or three US cities.

Ms. Yu Shuk-hing, an ISS-HK social worker and her husband
served as escorts to bring the children to the United States.
One of the most memorable children she escorted was a
3-year-old limbless boy.

Instead of using ISS-HK escort service to take children
overseas, a majority of adoptive families chose to escort their
children home themselves and this had proved beneficial to
both the adoptees and the adopters. The children were able
to get to know their adoptive parents in person and to feel
safe and comfortable in a new country to start a new life.

ISS-HK also actively sought to enlist the assistance of the
Australia Branch and the Adoption Desk in Canada to find
more permanent and stable homes for an increasing number
of children with special needs, for whom the chance of local
placement in Hong Kong was almost nil.”
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| he 1990s marked a dramatic transition for Hong Kong — the final years
ul colonial rule.

I'ollowing the Tiananmen Square protests in Beijing in 1989, plus general
uncertainty over the status of Hong Kong after the transfer of
novereignty, the emigration rate rose and reached a peak in 1992. On 1st
July, 1997, Hong Kong was returned to Chinese rule.

bue to a long waiting list, and the fact that all the waiting children had
spocial needs, applications for healthy infants with uncomplicated
biuckgrounds were still put on hold.* However, as there was a slight
Ihcrease in the number of girls waiting for adoption, the applications for
ylrls, which had been closed since 1988, was re-opened in late 1995.%

I the past, most children were placed in children’s homes prior to joining
holr overseas adoptive families. But from the mid-1990s, most
thildren, except those with severe special needs, were placed in foster
homes. These families were able to provide the children with individual
allontion and to help prepare them emotionally and psychologically for
Juining their future adoptive families.”
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/Al the start of the new millennium, Hong Kong was still feeling the
ulfects of the 1997 Asian financial crisis. Then started in 2007 the global
linancial crisis rocked the financial well-being of Hong Kong’s financial
soctor. The Lehman mini-bond crisis was one that affected the territory
yreatly.

Ihe first suspected case of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(WARS) was recorded in February, 2003, filling the society with
dnhxiety and even panic. Children stayed at home, while schools closed
their doors. Economic activity was greatly disrupted.

I September 2005, China ratified the Hague Convention on
Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry
Adoption. Hong Kong, as a Special Administrative Region of China,
lollowed suit. The Hague Convention establishes safeguards to protect
tho best interests of children in intercountry adoptions.

0 implement the Hague Convention in Hong Kong, amendments to
Ihe Adoption Ordinance took effect on 25th January, 2006. An
uucreditation system was introduced as a statutory requirement for
agencies that plan to provide intercountry adoption services. With
nlmost 50 years of experience in intercountry adoption, ISS-HK was
successfully accredited by the Social Welfare Department for the
nirangement of overseas adoption for children in Hong Kong.#

Ihore has been an increase in the number of adoptees coming back to
Hong Kong for root-tracing and reconnecting with their past. We are
more than happy to help these adoptees search for their birth parents
and arrange visits to their children’s home and foster families. It is
Indeed joyful for our colleagues to meet these “children” who are now
nlults and hear about their current life.?
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The Unbreakable Bond with

Foster Family
By Monica, Adoptive Mother of Yan-lam

We adopted our son Yan-lam in July 2007. Before we went
to Hong Kong to meet him, | had heard from other adoptive
families that they maintained some contact with their child’'s
foster family. That made sense to me, our son’s foster family
had loved and cared for him for two years, two-thirds of his
life, and were the only family he knew. So our intention from
the beginning was to keep a connection if possible.

When we first met the Wong family, we liked them
immediately. Despite both families feeling nervous and a bit
shy, we very quickly saw their fun sense of humour, their
commitment to loving and caring for children that weren’t
their own, and their positive, giving outlook on life. We clearly
saw how much they loved our little son and how he loved
them. He was very happy and settled, he listened to what
they told him and was keen to please. As our transition week
progressed, the Wong family did everything they could to
help Yan-lam get to know us, and feel comfortable with us.
While we were very excited about our new son/brother, we
were also very aware of the loving family that he was leaving
and how much hurt and loss they were willing to experience
in losing him from their lives. Aunty Wong is one of the most
inspiring women in my life. She gave our son to us so
willingly and graciously, doing everything she could to help
the transition for Yan-lam and us to be as smooth as
possible, while at the same time grieving the loss of the little
boy she loved. We know that foster care for him was only

ever intended to be temporary, that Yan-lam was never going
lo become a permanent member of the Wong family, yet he
was not treated like a temporary addition, he was definitely
one of the family. During the transition | was very conscious
of wanting Yan-lam to enjoy all of his last moments in the
Wong family, and although | couldn’t wait to really be his
Mum, | knew he was losing his wonderful foster Mum who
had cared for him so beautifully. The most heart-breaking
part for me was knowing that there was nothing that | could
offer him in that moment of loss to console him. Of course |
loved him already and we would give him a loving family and
i good life, but we were strangers to each other, and he
needed to learn to love and trust us.

As soon as we arrived home in Australia, we emailed some
photos to the Wongs to show them that Yan-lam was starting
[0 settle into our family and was happy. We also started using
Skype to chat. It was great to see how interested they still
were in his life, it was very healing for him to know that they
slill existed and cared. From the very beginning | told
Yan-lam that his heart was big enough to love Aunty Wong
and also love Mummy (and Daddy and his new sister of
course, but most of his grief was for his foster Mum). | knew
that small children can sometimes feel that they have a fixed
amount of love and it can be hard on them if they think they
have to take love from someone special so that they can love
someone new. We talked about Hong Kong a lot, Yan-lam
often wore clothes from Hong Kong that Aunty Wong had
given him and we looked at photos. As soon as Yan-lam
could speak English he asked to go back for a visit. He knew
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he was always going to be in our family, but he loves Hong
Kong and that is so much a part of him. We always made it
clear that he didn’t have to give up that part of him to become
Australian, that he is a Hong Konger and an Aussie. After a
few months home we began planning a trip to Hong Kong. It
was still early days, but while Yan-lam was settling happily
into our family and his beautiful personality was emerging
more each day, he asked often about Hong Kong and we felt
that it would be a good trip for him.

To prepare for the trip we talked little and often about what it
would be like in Hong Kong, what we were excited to see,
how things would be different from home, the connections
we have between our families, the permanency of Yan-lam
in our family and also that it would be difficult for him because
while it is wonderful to see people that you love after a long
time, it also hurts again when you say goodbye. | frequently
reminded Yan-lam about how much he is loved by both his
foster and forever families and what a blessing he is to all of
us.

Our first trip back was when Yan-lam had been in our family
15 months. He was very, very excited and while we were a
little nervous, we had maintained the Skype contact as well
as emails and felt confident that Yan-lam, though only 4,
would be able to integrate the different parts of his life. We
finally arrived in Hong Kong and after passing through
customs with our bags, the Wong family was in arrivals
waiting for us. As soon as Yan-lam heard Aunty Wong calling
his name, he dropped the case he had insisted on pulling
and ran and jumped into her arms. They clung to each other

lor ages, then when Yan-lam felt that Aunty Wong would
never put him down, he leaned over to me and said
‘Mummy” while reaching out to me and climbed into my arms
before making a quick escape to the floor. Aunty Wong said
later that she hadn’t been sure that Yan-lam would remember
her — | knew that he would, the whole family are very much
i part of our lives even though we don’t see them often. The
next three and a half weeks went very smoothly, we were
slaying about an hour away on the bus and visited every few
days between sightseeing and generally absorbing the Hong
Kong culture. Before that trip, Yan-lam and | had agreed on
i special word together so that if he ever felt too
uncomfortable or the situation was overwhelming, if he said
that word | would immediately do whatever | could to take
him out of that situation. The only time he ever used the word
was when we were out at a restaurant and a man kept
toming and paying a lot of attention to Yan-lam. A Chinese
child in a Western family does make us quite noticeable!

Ihere has never been any competitiveness between our
lamilies for Yan-lam’s love and affection. It is just so clear
[hat we can all love him, all be involved, and that he is free
[0 love us all. | think that this has been really healing for
Yan-lam because while he has lost his foster family from
wveryday life, they are our extended family who live a long
way away. So far we have made four trips back to Hong
IKkong and had many wonderful times with the Wongs on each
lrip. Despite the fact that our Cantonese is fairly limited, we
have no trouble communicating as we are all really intent on
linderstanding and being understood so we make a lot of

RR



effort with each other. Not to mention laughing continuously
as we mime! It is also very helpful that the Wongs’ now adult
children speak excellent English. We had the blessing of
Hei-man visiting us by herself when she was just 16. That
was such a vote of confidence for me that Aunty Wong would
send her precious daughter 6,000 kilometres from home to
stay with us! It was a wonderful time and Hei-man enjoyed
helping in Yan-lam's class at school and being involved in
our family routines for a couple of weeks. The next year
Aunty Wong and Hei-man came together to visit and just
recently we have enjoyed Tsz-kin staying with us for a few
weeks at the beginning of a 12-month working holiday to
Australia.

It amazes me that we set out to adopt a child and it turns out
we gained a whole family!
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I'he Beginning of My Search

Hy Kit Myers

I his is my story, not of reunion but of beginnings.

When | was a kid, dirt and | were not friends. Sure, | played
It but I didn't like being dirty. My aversion to dirt could help
sxplain why I didn’t care much about roots either. | distinctly
fwmember my mother asking me multiple times during my
thildhood, “Kit, do you ever think about your biological
mother?”

Allor pondering for a second, I'd remember that | hadn’t
tonlly thought about her. In my mind, she abandoned me.
Hothing more. When | was older, | found her name, which |
fiever could remember, on my Hong Kong birth certificate.
“ho also appeared in a social worker report that gave the
slipposed context to why | was relinquished. Her IQ was low
ani she was promiscuous, which is why my father’s name is
unknown and why my grandparents thought she shouldn’t
b raising a child. Looking back, | can see that always
lurgotting her name was a way for me to reject her.

(A



To me, roots were dirty. They mingle with bugs and worms.
They were also hidden from sight. In many ways, | thought |
wasn't supposed to love my roots. My fear was that if |
thought about my biological mother or birth family, then this
would hurt my adoptive parents’ feelings. Plus my roots were
long. They spanned the largest ocean in the world. Hong
Kong was so far away it might as well have been on another
planet.

Two years ago | was offered an opportunity to help run a
summer camp in China as a part of a heritage tour for
Chinese adoptees. Beyond ecstatic, | imagined how my
roots would suddenly be much closer than they’d ever been
before. So my spouse, Ma, and | decided that in addition to
China we’d visit Hong Kong, Thailand and Japan. | was
nearly four years old when | left Hong Kong and hadn’t been
back since.

Asia came upon me fast. | failed to do much advanced
preparation for my visit to Hong Kong. | managed to scan
some of my orphanage pictures and my birth certificate, but
that was about it. Upon my arrival, | called International
Social Services Hong Kong Branch (ISS-HK) to see if | could
meet with a social worker. We were to meet the next day.

Getting to the ISS-HK office from my hotel was much more
confusing that | had anticipated. The crude Google Maps
directions that | scribbled down on a paper were of no help.
Anxious that this was a sign of things to come, | was lucky
enough to run into a friendly gentleman who identified the
bus | needed to take. After some small talk, | told him that |

might try to locate my orphanage, Po Leung Kuk. | only knew
(his fact because | showed my Hong Kong friend, Wilson, my
soanned baby photos, and he told me that some of the
writing on the back of them said Po Leung Kuk. To my
surprise, the nice stranger knew of the orphanage and said
I's near Caroline Hill, which was not too far from the 1SS-HK
office.

Ihe social worker at ISS-HK was very friendly. She
confirmed that indeed, the building in my photos was Po
Loung Kuk. My dilemma was that | needed an appointment
10 visit the orphanage and we were only in Hong Kong for
lour more days. The social worker at ISS-HK reached out to
I'0 Leung Kuk, but | had to wait over the weekend for a
[usponse.

Alter my meeting with the social worker, Ma and | decided to
theck out Causeway Bay, a shopping mecca. Amazingly,
only a few blocks away from this surreal affluence was Po
Loung Kuk. The contrast was a stark reminder for how even
places of wealth like Hong Kong and the United States need

bolter social systems set up to support families and children
In need.

Without an appointment, we set out to find Po Leung Kuk.
Aller trekking Caroline Hill Road without seeing signs of an
orphanage, | was thinking maybe the earlier gentleman was
tonfused. But to my pleasure, at the very end of the road, |
saw the building, mostly surrounded by a serious fence. It

wiis odd being so close to my childhood yet unable to access
I
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By Tuesday morning, there was still no word from Po Leung
Kuk. | was beginning to think that there would be nothing
else. Ma and |, along with Wilson, decided to visit the
museum portion of Po Leung Kuk, which was open to the
public. Maybe we could find evidence of my stay.
Unbeknownst to me, while Ma and | browsed the rather small
museum portion, Wilson stuck his head into the main office,
asking if there are photo albums available from the
mid-1980s. This of course led to a clarifying conversation
that | had stayed at Po Leung Kuk.

As it turned out, one of the workers had been contacted by
ISS and already pulled my file. After they confirmed my
identity, the woman offered to give us a tour. We saw infants
and older children, some of whom were orphans, while
others were there temporarily or for schooling.

While much of the building had been renovated, there were
still parts that were in original or at least older form. This was
the case for the building’s exterior, which prompted the
woman assisting us to suggest that | take a picture outside
to match my baby picture of me with a cheap remote-control
car. Ma and two workers gleefully directed me to the exact
spot and correct position. My eyes began to well, but |
managed a laughing smile. | never would have thought this
day would come.

| didn’t meet my birth mother and didn’t even know if that’s
what | wanted, but travelling to Hong Kong and seeing my
orphanage opened a long-lost and locked door into my past.
After the trip, | decided, | would try to search. My mother’s

uld address is on my birth certificate. After the orphanage
lour, Wilson said, “Let’s go. There’s a good chance that she
ulill lives there.” While it was tempting, | thought it would be
Lolter to have some sort of mediation if fate would bring us
logoether again because | don’t know what she wants. | know
ihat adoptee experiences with searches and reunions vary.
Searching for roots can be a messy process, so I'm hopeful
yol I'm maintaining realistic expectations. In any event, the
hoginning is now.

/ { ‘
Hicture of Kit at Po Leung Kuk.
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Grown-up Kit came back to
Hong Kong for root-tracing.
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The Pain of Not Knowing
By Chris Wong (Yip Wing-yiu)

|V|y adoption from Hong Kong to the United States began in
1964, when | was adopted there by American-Chinese
elderly foster parents. | was born in Hong Kong in 1938,
about December 10th, and lived and became part of the
Adoptees family in the Shatin Children’s Home, being one of
the few boys among a majority of girl children and babies. My
record shows | was found on 22 Lomond Road, across from
St Teresa’s Hospital, by Prince Edward Road in Kowloon
City, and taken to the police station, then to the Shatin
Children’s Home.

My memories of my childhood early years in a Hong Kong
orphanage were fondly remembered as many good
experiences as a big family supervised by Ms. Debden from
UK. Even after continuing my childhood in the United States,
| would constantly have dreams of the life in the Shatin
Children’s Home, till my adopted sister, also from Shatin,
would finally tell me around age 9 that it wasn’t dreams but
memories! Finding out about my Adoption Status and
memories of Hong Kong started my search for my “Root
History and Search”.

When | changed my career to being a United Airlines Flight
Attendant in 1996, | was excited and determined to fly back
to Hong Kong to reunite my bond with my “Motherland” and
research my root history!

Luckily, | have good friends in Hong Kong who helped me,
(o antablished my Hong Kong identity and speaking the
nalive language of Cantonese, which | unfortunately lost due
1y ndopted parents not able to speak that dialect, and
‘hose lo focus English as my new primary language to
Lullor Integrate in American schools and lifestyle.

Altar many trips back to Hong Kong and visiting the former
“le of the Shatin Children’'s Home, which site is now
(nuloctod as a Historical Preservation Site, my search turned
1 the root agencies and organizations that had involvement
iy ndoption and relocation to the United States.

Lathering photos and documents from my Adoption lead me
i altend the Hong Kong Adoptees First reunion in late
“oplomber 2010 with adoptees from UK, Australia, New
~uwaland, Canada and USA. It was an emotional reunion to
“on all fellow adoptees from different and same orphanages
ol Hong Kong, sharing their Adoption life experiences and

Heating from 1SS Hong Kong and SWD [Social Welfare
Uapartment] about informative history and the available
tunl-trnecing service!

Iy March 2014 trip to Hong Kong involved finally meeting
with i soclal worker of ISS-HK for an interview, which was
Luth Informative and emotional, as well as the hopeful

L poctations of finding my birth parents or more information
about my adoption. Hence the waiting and mixed emotions
ahioul the process and what to expect or being prepared for

1 information or contact-searching disappointments!
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Finally after a few months, | got an email from the social
worker of ISS-HK that no “Root-Tracing contact or
information” was found, and that clearly dashed my hopes.
But | was also prepared for this possibility. Of course, hearing
that my case was going to be closed was not the closure |
wanted to hear, and | replied by encouraging ISS-HK social
worker to keep my case open!

| finally came to accept the realization that perhaps there
won't be any more information that ISS-HK can retrieve in its
search, without the exposure to Hong Kong people by other
media, to awaken someone who may have known my birth
parents’ situation and the timing of my abandonment in
December of 1958.

My thoughts and prayers are to my birth parents and family
that | do not hold any ill-feelings or blame against them over
their decision to abandon me. | know that it was a difficult
time for many Hong Kong residents and immigrants coming
into Hong Kong for a better life, and that difficult decisions
had to be made by each expectant and birth mother.
Knowing that they wish us all the best in Life | do forgive her! |
wish | could tell her how fortunate my Life was with my foster
parents in America, and that “I| AM OK and DOING WELL”
and that my Love to my “Birth Mother” is being shared with
my Loving and Wonderful Mother who is in Heaven now. If
my “Birth Mother” is also in Heaven hope both of my Mothers
will meet and smile upon me, and keep watch over me!

Many people always say, why don’t we just forget or move on
with our Life, and not pursue our quest to find out about our
birth parents? Well, it's easy to say that, knowing who your
Liith parents are, even if your family is unconventional or
noparated.

Au 1 Hong Kong Adoptee, we have a sense of loss both in
o birth parents and orphanage family in Hong Kong that
wo shared our beginning years with. So, there is a grief
jHocess and coming to the realization that we may never
khow who our real birth parents are, but we all have the
honds of our fellow adoptees and motherland, Hong Kong.

My hopes are for my fellow Adoptee Sisters and Brothers
and potential foster parents to understand us, and allow us
I soek our birth parent information and approve our validity
it i Hong Kong Citizen of China.

Pictures of Chris at Shatin Children’s Home.
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| Was Found at the Staircase of Number 9,

Austin Avenue
By Lucy Sheen, Chau Lai-tuen

In 2008, | was contacted by BAAF (British Association for
Adoption and Fostering), asking me if | would like to take
part in a unique research study on the 106 Hong Kong
adoptees who were transracially adopted in the late 50s to
early 60s. | was one of the 106 foundlings that ended up in
Britain.

And it was from there that | decided that | would have a go at
seeing if | could trace where | had come from, though | have
thought about this for many, many years. The first time that |
ever travelled to Hong Kong was back in the late 70s early
80s and | had fully intended to try and find the Fanling
Babies Home which was where | was taken to after having
been found on the street of Kowloon. But | got cold feet and
never attempted the journey. | regret that now as the Babies
Home no longer exists, pulled down and the land
redeveloped, so | am told.

After agreeing to participate in the BAAF research, | was
given a few contacts with regards to getting hold of my
records. Records, | thought, what records? The people who
had adopted me had always told me that there was nothing
on file about me, that very little was known about me and
where | had come from. Leaving aside the fact that my
adoptive parents NEVER officially told me that | had been

adopled; which was crazy considering they were white and |
wan Chinese. It's not as if | wouldn’t “find out”. It was a
Huestion of when.

I then contacted Action For Children, who used to be known
un the National Children’s Home. This organisation was
(unponsible for my adoption to Britain and they held my
International Social Services file. | vividly remember trekking
all the way over to South London to pick up my file. When it
wan glven to me that was the first time that | had held in my
hands something of me that was real and substantive.
Something that connected me to Hong Kong. That the file
wan not insubstantial invoked in me very mixed feelings.
Why was | not told about this when | was a child or at least a
young teenager?

It hid my actual birth certificate. It stated exactly where | had
Lwan abandoned and subsequently found. Number 9 Austin
Avonue Kowloon, which back in the 60s had a public
slalrwell. | visited the place in 2012, it's now a night club.
Ihin just raised more questions in my mind: were my
parants local Hong Kong Chinese or were they among the
imany refugees from mainland China? Given that in the 60s
Ihin location was not far from a main train terminal — or so |
hsllove.

81



Q)

What's sad for me in terms of being able to trace my roots, is
that the 1SS file is probably as far as | can go. | understand
that a good deal of the records about the foundlings were
destroyed back in the 80s and 90s (not sure how true this is).

4 4 1

The Chinese name that | was given by the orphanage, Chau
Lai-tuen, is not from my birth parents so there is no
connection there.

| cling in some respects to both my ISS file and the red silk
happy coat that | still have. This was the one that | wore on
the trip to Britain for the first time back in 1963. These and my
Hong Kong birth certificate are all that | have that connects
me to Hong Kong. | was not permitted to learn Chinese. I've
tried many, many times and have never been able to go
beyond a very rudimentary point. Plus in 60s Britain, where
would a white family that has no connections to the Far East
find a Cantonese tutor for their transracially adopted
daughter? Well they wouldn’t and they didn’t.

I'd love to be able to try and trace further but being in Britain
so far away and even with the internet it's difficult. Like many
transracially adopted children | don’t truly belong in either the
country of my birth or the country that | was sent to and grew
up in. I'm older and wiser now and the anger has faded.

I'he one wish that | really have that | know is almost
Impossible would be to look on the face of my birth mother
and father. To hold a photograph of my parents in my hand
and see myself reflected in their image. But | know that
realistically the likelihood of that happening is slim to none.

I'he limited root-tracing has solidified in my own mind who |
am. No matter what others might superficially see. | am and
nlways will be Hong Kong Chinese. It doesn’t matter that |
cannot speak Cantonese (though | feel this loss of my native
longue very keenly). My heart, my soul are rooted in Hong
Kong. | just wish | had more than a birth certificate and a
happy coat.
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When the Time Was Right
By Sophie

In my story | will refer to my adoptive mother as mum and_ my
birth mother as mother. My parents are keen genealogists.
Mum promised, when the time was right, she’d help me
search for my birth mother.

| went for a holiday to Hong Kong but | wasn'’t ready to begm
my search. In about 2010 | finally asked mum t(_) help me fm_d
my mother. Mum started with the background information in
the case notes provided by ISS-HK when | was proposed 'Eo
the McGill family for adoption. It contained my mother’s
name, her age when | was born and other vital clues. Mym
tried many agencies including the Red Cross, Salvation
Army etc. One agency directed us back to ISS-HK who
organized and managed my adoption.

My ISS case worker, Kay, warned me that many adoptees
never find their birth family and that sometimes the outcome
is not a happy one. She warned me the search would take a
long time. | signed all the paperwork and waited for over a
year. Then mum asked ISS Australia to search the arqhwes
for my original file. She knew my grandmother had signed
the release papers for my adoption.

We eventually got the file through Freedom of Infprmation,
and learned my grandparent's names, occupations and
address. As they were Catholic, we asked our Hong Kon,g
friend to request church records, and obtained my mother’s
baptism details.

Mum realized my grandparents would be very old if they
were still alive so she asked our friend to request death
certificates. As letters to my mother’s last known address
hadn’'t been answered she also requested a search for my
mother’s death certificate.

Sadly we learned that my mother died in 2011. My
grandparents were also dead, but we identified an uncle
who was present when they died.

Eventually, with help from our friend, we found my uncle,
aunt and cousin in Hong Kong. They kindly sent photos of
my mother, her parents, grandparents and brothers and
sisters.

Although | was sad that my mother was gone, it was really
exciting to have family living all over the world, to see what
they looked like and to know that | look very much like my
grandmother. | learned lots of things about my family from
my aunt and uncle. One of the special things | learned was
that I am named after my great grandmother — luckily mum
kept my Chinese name, so I'm Sophia Sau Chi McGill,
known as Sophie, the name my mum thought sounded most
like my Chinese name.

My case file notes also contained information about the
entre Facebook pages, so were able to connect with others
on a similar root-tracing journey.

All of this took time. Mum, Kay, a counsellor and our Hong
Kong friend helped me come to grips with the sad news that
my mother had died. We got to know my aunt and uncle




through letters, emails and phone calls. When | was ready,
mum and | planned our trip to Hong Kong. The trip was my
Christmas present from mum and dad. We were warmly
welcomed at the airport by my wonderful Aunt and Uncle.
After a meal they took us to our hotel.

The next day our special friend took us to Po Leung Kuk so |
was able to see where | was living when my Aussie family
came to adopt me. Amazingly, | met some carers who
remembered me. We visited the hospital where | was born,
the street where my mother lived and the Chuk Yuen Centre.

That night we had a special birthday dinner for mum, kindly
organized by our lovely friend and wonderful aunt, uncle and
cousin. They had more family photos for me and a brilliant
surprise. They gave me some of my mother’s jewelry that my
grandmother had kept for me. How awesome! | can actually
wear something very special, bought by my grandmother,
and worn by my mother.

We spent many happy hours exploring Hong Kong with my
aunt and uncle and enjoyed many delicious meals with them.
| also had a great day out at Ocean Park with two adoptees
from England.

Our friend introduced us to a social worker at ISS-HK and we
visited the Hong Kong Society for the Protection of Children
where | lived prior to Po Leung Kuk. | was lucky enough to
meet Fifi who looked after me till my first birthday. She came
on her day off with two photos for me — one at seven months
and one with her on my first birthday.

Evgn more special: since 1987 mum and dad had been
trying to find my sponsor who visited me in Po Leung Kuk
and gifted us a precious photo album. Fifi, the carer from
HKSPC, recognized another lady from the album, contact
was made, and on our very last day in Hong Kong we met

mky sponsor and were finally able to thank her and tell her I'm
ok.

We visited the last place my mother lived and | saw the
hospital where she died. Since beginning this search, mum
a_nd | worked together on my Life Book. We used copies of
plctures from my sponsor’s album, photos from my file and
internet images of locations. As we got more information, the
book developed, recording my journey of self-discovery. We
latgr made a gene-graph showing my Aussie family and my
Chinese family. Obviously | had lots to add after the trip.

Although | had some sad moments, my visit to Hong Kong was
gxcellent. People were kind and welcoming. | know who | look
like and that | got my love of sport from my grandmother.

| love Hong K_ong and plan to visit again, but | also know |
have a good life in Australia. | am lucky — | have two families
who love me and | love them all very much.
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Many years later, Sophie met her carer — Fifi again at Hong Kong




Sophie — The Child Born Out of My Heart
By Marion

| waited a life time for Sophie to ask me about her birth
mother. Life with Sophie seems to be full of waiting. The
process of adoption itself was long and drawn out, it
appeared that those who should be supporting us wanted to
deter us. After numerous programmes and paperwork,
reviews and assessments we were finally approved to
adopt, then we had to have our files sent to Hong Kong, then
we had to wait for their approval, then we had to wait for an
allocation of a child to complete our family. When the
proposal came it was long and detailed, providing
background information about Sophie’s birth mother and her
tragic circumstances. It also told of Sophie’s delayed
development. Sobering thoughts, but nothing could dampen
our joy in the longed-for arrival of our darling daughter. We
appreciate the preparation undertaken by Po Leung Kuk.
Sophie came to us with smiles and hugs and soon
integrated into our family. We were told we were selected as
a suitable family for Sophie because of my experience
teaching traumatised refugee children from Vietnam and our
ready-made family with two big brothers.

Sophie faced challenges growing up, but | think her
intellectual disabilities caused her more grief than being
Chinese in an Aussie family. John and | are from large
families and Sophie grew up in a multi-cultural family where
she was spoiled, loved and pampered. She always knew
she was special rather than different. When Sophie realised

that | had not carried her “in my tummy” like her brothers, |
explained that she was a child born of my heart. Sophie’s
Aunt Mary is from Hong Kong and we often celebrated
Chinese New Year, Yum Cha etc. with Aunt Mary, Uncle Phil
and cousin Felicity. We hosted exchange students from
different countries.

Later in her teenage years we faced the difficulties most
mothers and daughters do, tougher when she reminded me
| wasn't her “real mother” and hearing the fantasy stories
she had woven. | had to bite my tongue knowing certain
pages of Sophie’s case notes were carefully tucked away.

Sophie has always understood adoption and demonstrates
generosity of spirit by sponsoring orphans overseas. Sophie
grew into a determined young lady full of hope and tenacity.
She constantly challenged herself. She even took a trip to
Hong Kong all alone. It was about the time when she finally
approached me and asked about her birth mother. There
were many tears when she read her mother’s story, learning
about her conception and birth.

Sophie took considerable time to digest what she had
learned about her Chinese mother’s circumstances before
she finally decided she was ready to try to find her. The
internet has made the world smaller and communication
easier, but it was still a long journey of discovery. There were
many good clues in the case study notes sent by ISS in
1987. Archived files provided further information and
eventually the jigsaw of clues came together. Copies of
release papers signed by Sophie’s grandparents provided
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more hints. We also learned that Sophie had been in three
different institutions prior to adoption. | found Facebook
pages where other adoptees from those institutions were
sharing their stories and searches. Through one of those we
found our very own guardian angel who helped us trace
death certificates which led to us finding Sophie’s aunt and
uncle.

| was very concerned for Sophie when we learned that her
birth mother was dead. | arranged for Kay, Sophie’s case
worker from ISS, to help me tell her. Thanks to our Angel in
Hong Kong we had photos of Sophie’s birth mother and her
siblings and parents from Uncle. Telling her that her Chinese
mother had died was one of the hardest things | have ever
faced. Kay had tried to prepare her for such an eventuality
and we tried to install a safety net with counselling and
various coping strategies.

Sophie took the news as stoically as she has faced other
setbacks in life. We started to get to know Auntie and Uncle
via the internet before visiting Hong Kong. The trip exceeded
all expectations. Everybody was so kind and we were
incredibly lucky to find people who remembered Sophie. |
watched carefully, but Sophie seemed to approach the
bitter-sweet discoveries with curiosity rather than deep
emotion. This made it easy to co-journey with her. She
enjoyed meeting her Chinese family and carers who
remembered her. She asked to visit the hospital where she
was born and took that in her stride too.

Most of her questions are answered. Sophie has a
half-sister she would like to find. We wonder whether she
lived in Po Leung Kuk or the Hong Kong Society for
Protection of Children too.

The trip to Hong Kong brought Sophie and | closer together.
She said dad can come next time! From my point of view, |
am so proud of baby Tai Sau-chi, conceived in a “girlie
establishment” in Hong Kong, who grew to become Sophia
Sau Chi McGill, the proud young woman who returned to her
roots to learn about her life prior to adoption.

Sophie is grateful to her “guardian angel”, aunt and uncle
and to all who provided information and explanations to help
her on the journey of self-discovery. She is sympathetic of
her Chinese mother’s difficult life, understanding that she
was young with limited choices, and grateful to her for giving
birth. She is also grateful to her grandparents who released
her for adoption. She loves her Uncle and family in Hong
Kong and she loves her big Aussie family. | am so proud of
Sophie and pleased for her that she now has a complete
early life story, is able to nurture and understand her “inner
child” and is comfortable to grow and move forward writing
many new chapters of her own unique life here in Australia.

aao




1NN

BRE MBS REHRGET
‘é‘»-l-

3k

’

BrmemT—tann SRAEMANNRLEESTF
B Edo RS BTt BA—E A

BRI EAGRENBE TR XA L XFRMEARAOA
v XAF AL R B R TR R A o B AE A E AR X Fo i 0 &AM
GHBEMBERBEEATE RV EREEEFE  H
WG AT R RMANE -

RHEREIAT NELRZHFELAFOTFZT AR ERS
3 BRINEFNEHNBREE RMAKTEALSBAER
M FEARAREYHE LA GHADBRLE  MART
EAERRATF  EHLTFHERRENT THBAHBERS
AR ERARAEEM—HBRABRAZERMNBAFLANR

@»,u :r% °

APBRRIZRDARMEGN — W - EHRFRIAKMNEH
PR ES  BRREERAT RMGRE -

B RO REARE —BAERE  HEAXAE—MBAKE
Foin M S AXIERETEA i A TR —EHHNNK
o MIEERME LTHFELBEAETAEFTTMAERMGAE TER
TH > REFERBRCTRFTHRSY - KFNEFHRA 2
REES RMEEHEKL - BXFERFERLLHS ) —RE
MEBHELE - BRMBRRAARABRERORIBEFE -

GREOARKRBEAGESR  TAERABA ML E— —@F
BAEBRMERANHREFTALAE IRAITERGWEL Y
BWHNBR - EHRFEOF VS RMBLEP 5 —£FL
ZHEBE WM WRBR BT Rt B S E—
BEHGRF  BRETH ks oy —isy
s B R B AR 0 FARGFEBTE T A E B R R AT
THRHTERSE -

BREREF PO AELIHERL BERXELE 8 EI
IR - RAK R AT—BADFE  FEREBH A
C BAMB R AT PIHAEEABRE o B E bR
RERABRMAFMAFOET >  REHZ R AR
FHEE A FR ARG EMLAANE BTREEY
BFRIR MG AFORE BREAZERFER W -

PPiE R TEB®E  FEMNEREFTE > FRIENRAE S
R I19BT F R BB AERYEHRARMRET R D &
FoHE#B TR FRAXABREENHRERAIMHERLL
MRk RE KB —% 4kl o % d
C BT R R EARA KA CEZBEARARMIRASEE o

BEBE LRI G ANRERSAZEHHRAEE )=
TETHBEINERKF - $F KMEBT —RTFHR
B ARMEFREBAGE TR LY BREEY S
RFEGHOERN | EERMNFREENERTC B E > &
EHORECETEHRIEMART R 22 ptBFosnS

1Nn1




1N

A —ATREDHNERZ - RFEABRAMBEAF
E——ﬁk#%% o ﬁ&$m&&ﬁﬁ%’%%$
WU ERESMFCEESE RN LALREH T X
Wb — b R IR R o B ISR R R B A B e
B Mo @ A4 B SR — R

Smo Sl

B2 AAMTERGEINHRMARGEEINESLTI B
A A B LM X FYAER c RMEDBNE
BEMEE R E N B EERLARR -

MAR THREZAGEE FERYFE #1r 3% 2] 1R
% B AEFRIFHIEMA R T 0 Rl BB ERE
AR LB E G RER P RB®S 0 F M — 7R
HEBYE  MAADTTF  EHFE—TR -

BEREs B TR EAR Y BALY ARG 48R
WEEZ2RI DM EANBER  BRUBHLYBE - &
RRBRB MY TFTHERE - EXEFHBUIRG AR
By —EH - RFERAERBFTREFE LRtk &
MR EbbE EAGERAESRERZGEE

GRAERRBABHER HAaREBFAEFE LAARA
Rty EE - W BAREABERT T R #EAXFRK
B AL WBERFBNEIRELREA S LRE
R EERMN O RARTE - SREBREREL T KA ED
BEE O MERTRERARX—RIFELRE -

BARE éf%é{]’l"ét?xﬁi%% BH % RASRKEDBEFZR -
BRATHEN T —RED - 58 - 558 - RAKER
EE BN ARTRBENHERINFFTHE - RARH
CHEAL B THE O R A A
BB ALEM—R -

AXRXBBEREE
B g E

W -

Marion, Sophie and Sophie's relatives
gathering at a Chinese restaurant.
HRE SR IE Py B M AAE N o

N3




104

Acknowledgment
"5 S

We would like to express our very great
appreciation to Mr. Jonathan Sharp for proofreading
this book for us. We are also grateful for the Public
Records Office Government Records Service, the
Precious Blood Children’s Village, the Fanling
Babies’ Home, the founder of the website of Shatin
Babies’ Home, for providing us the valuable pictures
and records, and the South China Morning Post, for
allowing us to use their pictures of newspaper
columns.

BFRHE L AALAALTRENE > B ER
— B ERE - FhAEN  REFEARAYEF
Br@ B T A RMBES TR /8 R 8
EH O OUARAHETRREEBDETRMA BB MR
FWHRA -




£.85% Gladys Hung
L 23 R R8T

g P

Peval aystem, without Permiswon = wil

)
Oy AR RAL R R
L X Intemational Social Service Hong Kong Branch

Wanchai. Hong Kong

g T T L
i Webside:




