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 DIFFICOLT TASK

",Fanlmg Home Strugglmg
‘ Through Hardshlps_‘

'_C.H;LDREN';S QUALITIES

Desplle . di mcultxm —and: mvieissis,
tudes which “can  well: ‘be ' imagined
.in a task’ such.as Mrs C.- M Bud'.,,
she " is- somehow succeeding in “rin-.
_ning ~the"; Fanlmg Babxes ‘Home “snd
bringing .- happihess - “to" . ‘5T
‘foundling . babes whose’ ,‘1ges range
from five ‘weeks. t0’ ninesyears:. ..
“ The Home was originally”, founded
"by Miss” M. ‘F.. Dibdén, . a: mxssxon Y
“who, came” ot to. the. Colony" ‘romn
*Engl'md in ]93(‘ md,aiter occupying
several. ‘houses”. .in” and-around - Kow-
1oon, : finally set up the ‘home: at
Fanling. ‘During- = the.’ occupatnon
,howevex‘, Miss . Dibden’ was -interned
‘in ‘Stanley ¢ Camp, but.on being: re-:
leased .last;.“year : she: 1mmedlately
et up, the-homein- it}. old. location,’
“despite: a ‘severe. attack of - .malatiii,.
' “Mis$’ Dibden: réturned. to’ Engl anid:
X_towards the end of - last year, how=:
ever, . -and Mrs . Bird- generously’»
undertook’ to run- the-.home . uniil:
such tzme as Mtss Dxbden COUld le-
',tum, :

mIcultxes came often, as 1he;
iho se was left.in_x:bad state of re--
- pair by the- Japanese and -Mis’ Bird
| was- not always able:to acquxre ihe
necessary “material < "and -assistance:
that she Yequired, “but’ by :improvis-.
ing :clothes from.-old: Japanese oS-’
-quito ‘nets - dnd by :confinued.® per-
_éeverarice “with. a- veget ble . garden
‘that, ‘was. niot always.a" willing" .co-
operator, she has. managed tfo; restore
_the: ‘babes, ‘many:of ‘whom- were 'left
_on_ the- doorstep -of . the-home. vher
‘only 'a “matter. of weeks old, to.the:
happy aﬁ‘ectlomte group whxch met
a Post. -and. Telegraph reporter when'
- he -visited ‘them® Tecently. .
~'Something’ of - her own. charmmg
personahty seems. to have’' been ‘Im=
-parted into’ the chlidren- who,’ untike
'so ‘many. chxldren ‘of ‘their "age, all
' possess "a’, " commendable spirit’. Qof.
;“share—and -share-alike”: ™’ unselfish-
‘ness’ and an’ incredible " aptitude for
‘obeying ‘what - they are'. told . to -do.
“The: children . are:. taught Chme;e,e
Engllsh and’ needlework ‘etc.; andion
-occasions. “their - physxque “betieiits
" from’ short physwal ‘training lessons
when' the home 'is "visited: by Red |
Cross ‘workers-or. by, members cf &
-nearby Commando unit. : y
- The - Commando " ‘medical. om rs
dre also - frequent visitors: and they
-give ‘any assistance ' - that “may . he
reqitired’ in the . Homcs sman but,
_’efﬁment -dispensary

" Difficulties -still: beset the Home,
however, -arid."Mrs - Bird: often: finds.
it “hard" to. provide  for:the- chxldren‘
“all ‘that’ ‘they - ‘need; to- restore them to
~health. after-years of mnlnutntxon,
.and~ though her determmat.oxi rel-
-dom . flags, ‘determination. is ‘not the,
‘only. :thingthat. is needed ta. run. a
,1home of this typ' :
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