FANLING BABIESHOME: HISEXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
South Chi na Mo.rning Post (1946-Current); Mar 14, 1952; SEESWELFARE WORK
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: South China Morning Post

' FANLING  BABIES HOME

'Welfure Officer. -

% H Exce]lency

The Governor

Sees Welfare LWork

e TERRITORIES TOUR

‘ Hls Excelloncy the Governor, Sll' Al]exzmder -
_Grantham, vesterday went to. I‘anhng .and Taipo to
sce one very active part of social welfare work in..
Hongkong. He visited The Babies’ Home, Christian -
‘Children’s. Fund, ‘Children’s Home, also at Fanling, .
~and the Taipo’ Rural Home.and Orphanage. -~ .. ..

Hxs Excellency ‘was acoom-
panied on . the tour by Mr D.R.
Ho}mes, ‘the Acting. Social Wel-
fare = Officer, . and - by - Miss
Dorothy . Lee, “Principal .. Youth

They went first to the Babies

‘Home where His ‘Excellency was.
_'grected by Dr Arthur Woo, a

some’ of the gnrls who were Ol'l~
ginally taken’ to ‘the ' -Home as
babies ‘were. “d@mong the ‘happy
youngsters who waited for, ‘and.
‘then greeted: His Excelleney. -~

The Government - has yranted
a five and a “half acre- piece. of
land close . to: the. Babies “Home,
for the construction or a new

S Betorc his visil "to the New Ten'itories ywterda aftemoon ‘His. | Excellency the;
o '} Governor inspected: progress at. the new. Ful' Wa Village, Ngau Tou Kok, where Some 800

U vietims of iast November's firo -at Tung Tau are now :resetiled. He was shown around by
_thé Hon. K. M..A. Barneit, Ohairman of : the - Urban - Council: and saw: for himself the rapid |
“etrides umt have’ been made ln,re-accommodn.tlng the fire. viotims.  Photo - shows - His Ex-:
mspectmg the interlor of . a newly (:ox:tsiruct'edJ dwelling. \(Moderate Photo.-’v

,r’nember of the erld Executxve“ bﬂudxﬂg.%thn thils. is complcted”
Council;. and by Mr. G.T. Pad-' |:the’ Home 'will move-in,” leaving

gett; Honorary ‘Secretary -of the

Terent - J.R. Mxlls, . Overseas
Du‘ector oi the  Christian- Child-

Field Executive ; Comxmttee of.
the * Fanhng :Boys’ -“Home, and.
{iwvas. intraduced : to:“the  'Rev.

‘the . present’ “spacious * building
and "pleasant’ surroundings 1o the
Technical: - High -.School which..
.provxdes the-education necmsary
;tor various employment. :
‘The- Homme ‘also plans to pro-_

ren’s: Fund; Incorporated Rich- vide. first~class: _business courses
mond Va., USA., ' | for-children ‘with, a higher: in=

- Before - the arrival of. Hxs Ex- +telligence.. quota. Among ‘othier
cellency and 'his- party, the Rev.. | things- - they will. " be tatight
Mr Mills ‘conducted - the Press shoirthand; typing . and book-'
on.a tour -of the Home: .- . “keeping, From this-: “group’ will

Now 10 yebrg old. zmd undefr also’ “be chosen perSonnel for.
the carrrymg -the: work
dnsimilar: - homesv in- vamous,
parts - -of: ‘Honglsong.. "/ .- |

~"Two - British. nurses . work./atw
the ‘Home, They are’ Miss : Lucy]
Clay’ (Supermtendent) and. her |
.assxstant Miss Mary -'Ogden.:
.Furthermore 'there are threo_‘
'assxstants. Sy

AL statement prepared by Mrz
Padgett gives. ‘these ' addmonalj
details about ‘the Home: |
- The:Fanling- Babies’ Home 15‘
2’ Christian - ox*gamstatxon, ‘hav=
ingits - Headquarters. : in Eng-
land. It was.opened. : Novem- |
ber:11, 1936, and W Sponzor-
‘ed for the. fitst. three ‘years' by
the Hongkong Evangelical Fra-

ternity, Since then' the Hor
‘gas tbeen Turt. on: s
onations, a Ty . grant’ from
:the. Hongkon%overnment, and
.the subscriptions’from children’s:
supporfers,‘ g i
The'.beginning of -the Home's,
ith " the cmvistianl

that-.-org
known. asthe: China Chﬂdren’s
Fob dertock: ¢ port;: 41
about'a
numb
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stronger. In. that year they
undertook to support 54 children
in the Home, and in addition.
purchased outright "the building
and grounds.in which the Home
had been housed since 1940,

The Home Council are a’ body
of Christian people In England
who “seck ts create and maln-
{afn praycrful and practical in-
terest in individual children as
well -as in the general work of
the Home! - . . .

Active interest is being main.
toined by the Canadian fellow-
ship of the Home, who have
their own organisation for ob-
taining and remitting funds.

Due to the resignation of the
Superintendent in 1851, ‘and for
other reasons felt to be advan-
tageous to the future welfare of
the Home, the Field Committce
(an -Advisory Committee as it

was then) strongly urged the
Home Councll to accept the offer
of the -Christlan Children’s Fund
to “assume full' responsibility
both financlally and administra-
tively of the Fanling Babies’
Home:” B -

The Home Couneil - accepted
this offer in September, 1851, -

The Christian Children’s Fund
are the owners of the property
on which the Home Is sHed. Be-
sides-allowing this to the Home,
rent free, and supporting a large
number of the. children, ey
undertake full responsibility for
the continued upkeep -of the
Home, by Implementing the
funds recelved f{rom other
sources. .

The policy of the Home is to
allow a child to be adopted if a
rcquest is made from a Christian
{family. - )

A very great benefit to all the
children at the Home, by being
affiliated {0 the Christian
Children's. Fund, consists In
them having access to the other
orphanages run by this organisa-
tion. The older boys have al-
ready been transferreq to boys’
homes, run by organisations
under the control of the Chris-
tian Children's Fund.

| The total number of children
"now in the Home is 144. Three
|boys were transferred to boys'
Hcmes. Three bables  wgre
adopted in 1851.

When., Mr Padgelt and Dr
Arthur Woo went to the Home
-yesterday they brought with
them a big sack-load of toys for
ithe children.

i During the latter part of the

occupation of the  Colony, Dr

Woo {ulfilled the major respon-

sibjlity of maintaining the Home.
Taipo Orphanage

The Taipo - Rural Home and
Orphanazige,” situated near the
13% miledtone, just south of
Taipo, houses 80 boys and 60
girls between the ages of 6 and
18 years. The Superintendent is
the Rev, Denham Crary and he
has a staff af 16 assistants. -

The present orphanage Was
built in 1937 but it was a con-
tinugtion of a much older
foundation. The Viotoria Home
at KowZoon City was established
by  the Church Missionary So-
clety in 1887 and the Taipo Or-
‘phanage was a direut.successor
of the carlicr Home, being start-
«d when the Government took
over the original site. . - -~

Like the Fanling"“ Babies’
Home, the = Talpo.:Orphanage
contrived -to - keep going right-
through the * wariinrspite: of
many difficutties. . : ;

Lt was “the origina] -intention
that the Orphanagé should: be-
come & training.  ground ‘and
-preparation for -fapmers.. Be-
sides farming, fhe-activities of
the . orphanage include car-
pentry, building, forestry, weav-
ing, tailoring, the waising of
chickens, . pigs and 'bees, :and
fishing (the: children operate a
20-foot cutter built: by ‘them-
selves). This training takes
place In ~ the afterndon whilst
the forenoon is occupled, by
formal schaool~room - instruction.
As much s any_comparable in~-
stitution in the Colony, this or-
phamage insists that .its inmates
must be capable when they grow
up of accepting responsibility,
staniding on thelr ‘own feet and |
earning ‘their own living. -
-~ -, 'Children's ' Home - -

The Christian Children’s Fund
Children’'s Home, situated near
Fanling Station, houses 165-or-
phamr boys and girls between :the
ages of about 14-18 years, . In
addition to formal schooling the
Home’s aclivities . include’ bas-
ket-weaving, farming, gardéning,
sewing .and home-management.
The Supetrintendent of the Home:

lS_i Mr Al{oo‘Sha‘u'-yi- LT e
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